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numbers. Napoleon III himself died only in January 1873,
there were always from twenty-five to thirty avowed Bona-
partists in the Bordeaux Assembly. This group was led by a
former Prime Minister of the Second Empire., M. Rouher, who
was like his great successor in opportunism, Laval, a lawyer
from Auvergne. The group of FAppel au Peuple was powerful
partly because of the survival of strong Napoleonic sentiments,
traditions and even institutions—and partly too because of the
divisions among the Monarchists. Through their paper I'Ordre,
which they published in Paris, and their highly disciplined
group in the Assembly, they strove to prevent the consolidation
of more permanent institutions. They never failed to exploit
the cleavage in the Monarchists, and as Republican gains at
by-elections produced an even balance between Republicans
and Monarchists inside the Assembly, the compact middle
group of Bonapartists was able to control the balance of power
between them. It played an important part in the fall both of
Thiers in 1873 and of the Due de Broglie a year later.
The year 1872 was the time of greatest alarm at the revival
of Bonapartism.  Bismarck  used  the  threat  of supporting
Napoleon as a bargaining card with Thiers, and believed that
'the Bonapartist party is perhaps the party with which it would
be most reasonable to hope for the establishment of a tolerable
relationship between France and Germany5. In 1872 great
plans were afoot for smuggling Napoleon III back into France
and staging a restoration. A shadow-cabinet was already
drawn up. In August, on the anniversary of Napoleon's birth-
day, there were shouts of Vive VEmpereur in the streets at Trou-
ville where Thiers was staying, and rumours spread of a plot
to kidnap Thiers. There were similar 'August scares' in 1873
and 1874, when the Prince Imperial made speeches at Na-
poleon's tomb at Chislehurst, and Bonapartist candidates won
by-elections. The drive towards affirming and consolidating
the Republic cannot be fully appreciated unless this standing
threat be kept in mind. Bonapartism remained an active
political force until 1875: and found fresh opportunities for
action later, during the Boulanger affair in 1887 and even in
the Dreyfus affair. The Bonapartists must share, with Cham-

